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Weekly Update for March 3, 2023  
 

Congratulations Maura Collins!  

 

One of the things I enjoy most about being Mayor is recognizing residents who 
have made a difference in our community, reached a meaningful goal,  or earned 
an achievement.  

This week I congratulated Maura Collins for her exceptional achievements in 
education and athletics. She graduated from Independence High School in 2018 
in the academic top ten and was the first female IHS athlete to receive a D1 
Athletic Scholarship. She was also the first and only IHS athlete to be chosen for 
the First Team All-Ohio in volleyball for three consecutive years.     

In 2022, Maura graduated magna cum laude from the University of Dayton with a 
degree in Applied Mathematical Economics with two minors in Finance and 
Actuarial Sciences.  She received the prestigious national distinction of being  
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nominated by the University of Dayton as a candidate for the 2022 NCAA 
Division 1 Woman of the Year Award for her academic, athletic, and civic 
endeavors.  Her hard work also earned her the University of Dayton Athletic 
Department’s Award of Excellence for achievement in academic and athletic 
efforts in women’s basketball.  

She has earned numerous academic and athletic achievements over the years, 
but one of the most exciting accomplishments is being offered a job during a 
college volleyball match.  

The CEO of Throughline, Inc., a Washington, D.C.-based design and strategy 
counseling group, offered Maura a job after seeing how she conducted herself as 
a player and leader.  She accepted the job and now lives in New Orleans. 

Maura is the daughter of Laura and Brian Collins and sister to Meredith and 
Evan.  Congratulations to Maura and the entire Collins Family.  

 

 

INDY Family First Night 

Independence Local Schools invite families to participate in 
INDY Family First Night next Wednesday, March 8, starting at 
5 PM.  The event is designed to encourage students and staff to 
only focus on connecting with their families.   

NO homework will be assigned, NO studying for tests, NO 
athletic practices or games, and NO club meetings or activities.  

The idea is for families to spend time with each other.   

The City is hosting a free family movie night in the Willow Room at the Civic 
Center next Wednesday starting at 6:30 PM.  Families can enjoy, Yes Day,” a 
film about a mom and dad who usually say no to their three children but decide 
to say yes to their wildest requests for one day.  The movie stars Jennifer Garner, 
Edgar Ramirez, and Jenna Ortega.   Seats will be available on a first come, first 
serve basis until we hit the capacity of 70. 

Share your experience by posting your family pictures using the hashtag 
#IndyFamilyFocus.   

 
 
 
 



National Reading Month 
March is National Reading Month, and I was pleased to participate in the 
Independence Primary School's "Right-to-Read Week" celebration this week.  

 
 
Each day "guest readers" were invited to read to students and spread the 
message about the joys of reading.  On Monday, I read to Mrs. Lee’s first-grade 
class, and School Resource Officer Jim Green read to Mrs. Sauer’s second-grade 
class.  It was a fun interactive experience engaging the children in the different 
books and stories.  

 

Studies have found that reading even just 20 minutes a day can relieve stress 
and is one of the fastest ways for children to build their vocabulary.   

 



Leukemia and Lymphoma Campaign  
Independence High School students Molly McGreal and Macey McGhee have 
challenged themselves to raise $50,000 for  the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society.  Both teens have family members who have been diagnosed and battled 
with blood cancer.   

The campaign will raise money for all types of blood cancers, research, 
advocacy, and patient care.  The campaign will end on March 18. 

They are holding a 12-hour, overnight hike that will be held from 7 PM to 7 AM 
starting March 9 until March 10.  They are accepting pledges of $50 per person 
or $225 per group of 5! We ask that people hike through the night and support 
LLS!  This is a worthy cause, and you can find more information below.  

 



Mark Your Calendar 
More than 50 Independence High School students, including five Middle 
School students, are involved in the cast, orchestra, and crews for the 
upcoming production of “Shrek the Musical.” 

 

It is the story of an ogre named Shrek (Aidan Zambito) who becomes an 
unlikely hero during a life-changing journey alongside a wisecracking Donkey 
(Callia Shumay) and feisty Princess Fiona (Sydney Wilson).  Throw in the 
short-tempered Lord Farquaad (Matthew Hébert), a Dragon (Dani Buyansky), 
Pinocchio the puppet (Alexis Hurchanik), Gingy, a cookie with an attitude 
(Alex Firlik), and more than a dozen other fairy tale misfits and you have a fun 
live adventure.   

The show opens in two weeks on Friday, March 17!  Please use the QR code 
above to purchase tickets in advance. Also, Venmo is offered for presale only. 
Tickets can be purchased at the door with cash or check only. Get your tickets 
now!  

 
 
 

Funtastic Friday Game Night 
Last Friday, families of Independence got together to enjoy the Community 
Services Funtastic Friday Family Game Night with Games Done Legit!  



 

As parents reminisced about their youth and taught their children how to play 
classic video games, like Duck Hunt and Super Mario Brothers, their children 
taught them how to play today's popular games, like NBA2K33 and Super Smash 
Brothers! A highlight of the evening was the two-hour Battleship Tournament, 
where Nicole Walker came out on top!  

 

Thank you to everyone who came to play as you truly 
made the night memorable! Family Video Game 
Night is sure to become a classic in its own right! 

 

 



Pickleball Tournament  

More than 150 people from around Ohio and 
Pennsylvania participated in the Kiwanis Pickleball 
Tournament last Saturday and Sunday at the 
Independence Fieldhouse. There were 16 courts set up for 
the two-day event.   

Proceeds from the tournament will support the Kiwanis 
mission of “Improving the World One Child and One Community at a Time,” 
including the Downs Syndrome Association of Northeast Ohio and the S.T.A.R. 
Summer Camp.  

 

 



ICAN Rocks! 

ICAN! (Independence Community Adapted Networks) held their 1980’s themed 
dance last Friday night at the Civic Center. More than 100 people participated in 
the dance and dining celebration.  

 

Special thanks go out to the members of the Senior Round Table who served all 
the food and drink needs.   

 

 
 



Train & Toy Show 
 
The annual Train & Toy Show will be on 
Saturday, March 4 at the Independence 
Fieldhouse from 10 AM to 3 PM. There will be 
all gauge model trains, old and new toys, 
food, and door prizes.    
 
Adults $7, children under age 12 free!  
 

 
 

 

 



Testing the Waters 
Some Independence High School students practiced their paddling skills at the 
indoor pool this week before the annual cardboard boat races with other 
schools.  

 The students also work on their winning strategies for this fun competition. 

 

 

 
Weekly Financial Update  

 
Here is Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Financial 
Update for March 3, 2023. 
 

 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, please ask 
them to email their name to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org 
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